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Burnett County Forest & Parks Department’s Unique Camper Cabin
Snuggled in the woods in the southeast corner of Burnett County is a rustic, minimally maintained,
one-room camper cabin overlooking a small pond. With no motorized access, the cabin is about ½
mile from the parking area and is only accessible by foot; fat bike; snowshoes; skis; or in the
summer & fall by horseback. The camper cabin provides a basic shelter for people that want the
"camping experience" without having to handle a tent, or have the weather ruin their visit.
The camper cabin offers a dry place to sleep with an area to prepare food for outdoor campfire
cooking. The Ice Age Trail is close-by for hiking and exploring along with countless opportunities for
hiking throughout the hundreds of acres of county forestland. You will be in the Timberland Hills
area where, during the months of December through March, guests are able to use the groomed
trails for cross-country skiing. There is also an established trail for fat bikes and skijoring. Hiking,
hunting, and biking are popular activities the rest of the year.
The camper cabin is 10 by 24 feet in size with an attached deck. Inside is a table, benches, and
wooden bunkbeds with foam mattresses. Maximum sleep capacity is 6 people, with 2 full size and 2
twin size bunk beds. No linens or pillows are provided, so be sure to bring your sleeping bag. No
electricity or running water is available; however, there is a pit toilet and a wood stove for heat in the
winter months. Outside the cabin is a deck, fire ring with grate, picnic table, and outhouse.
With reservations only available through Airbnb.com, guests from many different states have found
their way to Burnett County! Find more information on our website at: www.burnettcounty.com/
campercabin.
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By Roger Noe, BCLRA

t seems to me that the natural world and all of its participants
have awakened early in the spring of 2021. Following a rather
ho/hum winter, it’s refreshing and motivating to see and hear
the critters do their thing. Life is reborn. It’s time to start the party.
The arrival of spring and open water means renewed use and
interaction with the natural resources of Burnett County. The fact of
the matter is that the county is home to a wealth of natural resources
and natural beauty.
As COVID issues continue to limit life’s pursuits, the out-of-doors
experiences are a savior for many. More folks than ever are
pursuing recreation in the lakes and streams of Burnett County.
Though increased use of the county’s natural resources is a welcome
relief for many, it brings increased pressure and responsibility.
Burnett County’s infrastructure has remained constant throughout
these pandemic times. There simply are no extra man hours for law
enforcement, fire and rescue, forestry, etc. As citizens, residents and
visitors to Burnett County, it is our responsibility to look after each
other and the natural resources of the county.
Often I receive phone calls pertaining to natural resource issues and
lakes and rivers. These may be Zoning issues or natural resource
violations. Though sympathetic to the issue, the bottom line is each
of us has a responsibility to make that tough phone call to the
appropriate authority. Perhaps the most effective method to use is
Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources TIP Line. BCLRA
has used this resource and it has been effective. It is an anonymous
phone call.
The DNR Tip Line is 1-800-847-9367.
“If you see something, say something.”

Enjoy your summer on Burnett County’s lakes, rivers, and streams.
They are a gift.

To receive Emergency Alerts during your stay in
Burnett County,
TEXT: BCVISITOR
to 69310
Text STOP to 69310 to end alerts.
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INVASIVE ZEBRA MUSSELS FOUND
IN AQUARIUM MOSS PRODUCTS
March 3, aquatic invasive species coordinators across the country received notification from the
U.S. Geological Survey about the concerning report that invasive zebra mussels had been found in
aquarium moss products.
Within 24 hours, aquatic invasive species program staff from several states confirmed finding zebra
mussels in supplies of moss balls distributed as Mini Marimo Moss Balls (SKU 5292944) and
Marimo Moss Balls (SKU 5164031) at local Petco and PetSmart stores. Reports indicate that other
brands including Betta Buddies and Shrimp Buddies products also may contain the invasive
mussels.
Marimo moss is a form of algae from Northern Europe and Asia, and marimo moss balls are a
popular aquarium plant used to generate oxygen and remove nitrates from tanks.
Consumers should note that potentially infested products have been sold online as well as through
retail outlets. It is not clear how long these products have been on the market or what other brands
may be infested.
Zebra mussels are considered an invasive species and are listed as an injurious species under the
federal Lacey Act. They are extremely efficient filter feeders that can negatively affect aquatic
ecosystems, clog water intake pipes and be a nuisance to boaters and swimmers.
If contaminated moss balls are not properly disposed of, or if tanks that held them are not properly
decontaminated, there is a risk of zebra mussels being released into waterways.
If zebra mussels are found on any moss balls in containers or in aquariums, infested moss balls and
packaging should be frozen for 24 hours, boiled for one full minute, or submerged in bleach or
vinegar for 20 minutes before double-bagging, sealing and disposing in the trash.
The DNR recommends that tank water from
aquariums holding infested moss balls be
decontaminated by removing plants and pets,
adding 1/10 cup bleach to every gallon of water
and allowing at least 10 minutes of contact time
before draining.

Please be careful of any plant or animal that is
purchased for your aquarium. Studies have
shown that there is a serious threat from
invasive species either directly from sales or
inadvertently attached to a native plant. Never
release or flush any aquarium products. This is
a critical pathway to invasive species outbreaks.
For more information please contact the Burnett
County AIS Coordinator, Thomas Boisvert, at
715.349.2109 or tboisvert@burnettcounty.org.
LakeLines
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EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL
(Myriophyllum spicatum)

DONATE TO BCLRA
Our purpose is to promote the environmental protection of Burnett County’s lakes and rivers and its wildlife
resources, to share information, projects, and results. If you would like to help BCLRA fulfill its mission, please
consider a charitable donation. Any amount is appreciated and helps to provide support to the many projects BCLRA
is involved in.
SEND YOUR CHECK TO: 7410 Co Rd K, #120, Siren WI 54872 payable to BCLRA.
Amount:
4
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$10
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$75

$100

LakeLines
HELP WANTED!!

The Burnett County Conservation Division is looking
for summer help. Positions available are: 1.) ONE
person to perform AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species)
duties - which may include Clean Boats, Clean Waters
(CBCW) monitoring. This position will be half to full
time hours and will include some weekends. 2.) ONE
OR TWO individuals to work on the weekends (and
some holidays) to provide CBCW services on boat
landings in Burnett County. Hourly wage and mileage
provided. For more information contact Dave Ferris,
County Conservationist, 715.349.2109 ext 2615, or
dferris@burnettcounty.org.

County Code Available
Burnett County Lakes & Rivers Association popular
Courtesy Code has been updated and is available for Lake
Associations to distribute to their members. This pamphlet
gives quick access to emergency numbers and gentle
reminders about good lake behavior (manners). For more
information or to request copies for your association, please
contact Land Services at 715-349-2109.

BURNING PERMITS REQUIRED!!
Practice Fire Prevention To Protect Your Home
Spring fire season in Wisconsin is typically March through May, depending on the weather. Every spring,
the DNR locally responds to dozens of forest fires, most of which are human caused and easily
preventable. The number one cause of forest fires is debris burning which is mainly brush piles and burn
barrels. Please consider alternatives to burning debris. In Burnett County, burning permits are required
year-round unless complete snow cover is present. If your intent of the fire is to dispose of any material, a
burning permit is required. Cooking and warming fires (campfires) do not need a permit and are legal year
-round. You can obtain a burning permit locally at one of our business emergency fire wardens (EFW’s) or
online on the DNR website. Once a burning permit is obtained it is important to check the daily restrictions
before burning. For additional restrictions please visit the Wisconsin DNR website.
A unique wildfire danger is where homes and other buildings are built in areas of highly flammable
vegetation, creating a condition called the wildland urban interface. Homes and cabins in the middle of
forests, housing developments on the edge of pine plantations, lake communities surrounded by oak and
pine forests or even homes next to grasslands all exemplify this condition. Buildings on sandy soils with an
abundance of pine, oak and grass are especially concerning. Having undeveloped woodlands and fields in
and around a neighborhood indicates that you, as the property owner, should prepare your home for
wildfire
One place to start preparing is the home ignition zone. The home ignition zone is your home and its
surroundings out to 100-200 feet. The characteristics of the buildings on your property, your landscaping,
and surrounding timber type all determine how a forest fire will react. The first 30 feet around your
residence can be key to saving your home. Remove any needles or leaves. Use rocks instead of wood
mulch. Limit the amount of woody vegetation,. Remove firewood. Anything that can burn should be
removed from this space.
There is more great information that can be found on the DNR website. Go to “dnr.wisconsin.gov” and
search keyword “fire.”
For more information or other conservation questions feel free to contact the County Conservationist, Dave
Ferris, at 715.349.2109, ext 2615.
(With information provided by Luke Krueger, WI DNR – Webster Forester)
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ALERT!! OAK WILT IS HERE!!

No cutting or trimming of oak trees from April to at least July 15 (1st of September is better!).
Oak wilt is in Burnett County and any cutting or pruning of oaks can lead the trees to quickly die. Unfortunately,
Burnett County already has pockets of oak wilt scattered all over the county.
For more information see the UWEX Publication #G3590 – Oak Wilt Management: What Are The Options? or check
the WI DNR website, dnr.wisconsin.gov, and search for “oak wilt”.

USING SMALL SCALE LOGGING FOR FOREST HEALTH & WILDLIFE
As a Burnett County lakeshore property owner, you may only own an acre or two but including back lots or
neighboring property can get you towards the size needed to market a sale.
Few people own woodlands because they want to cut trees. Timber harvesting, however, is one of the most
important tools available to help manage a woodland. Timber is cut to provide habitat needed for wildlife,
control disease problems, open up views, make recreational trails, renew vigorous growth, earn income and
many other reasons. Most private land parcels are unmanaged and mature; with many people seeing early
successional species dying off (aspen, birch, jack pine, etc.). In most cases, your forest will naturally convert
to another cover type. Often this includes white pine, oak, and maple. You need to decide if the conversion is
ok with you or would you like to maintain a younger forest.
With the current market conditions, timber buyers are unlikely to be interested in small parcels of
timber. However, when multiple nearby parcels join together the volume of wood increases and so does
timber buyer interest. The same scenario holds true if a larger parcel (10+ acres) across the road is getting
harvested. The logging equipment is already on site so the expense of moving equipment to your property is
much lower. As a general rule of thumb, which varies with cover type, a minimum of 10-15 acres is needed
to gain a timber buyers interest. This rule changes with the market.
If you are successful in finding a company to assist in managing your timber, it is important to have a timber
sale contract. Timber sale contracts clearly state what trees the logger can legally take from your property. A
good contract ensures both parties are on the same page moving forward. Someone who can help you with
creating a timber sale contract is a forester. A forester can help you mark your timber, advertise it for bid, and
select loggers to work with you to achieve your landowner goals. Although many logging contractors prefer
to work on a larger scale, there are a few loggers that specialize in working with smaller tracts and can still
help you with a successful harvest and timber management.
To find resources to help you with your timber management sale, go to “dnr.wisconsin.gov” and search
keyword “forestry assistance.” There you can find foresters and industry companies who can help you
manage your woodlot.





For more information or other conservation questions feel free to contact the County Conservationist, Dave
Ferris, at 715.349.2109, ext 2615.
(With information provided by Luke Krueger, WI DNR – Webster Forester)
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Our Sponsors

PETERSON CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors

Custom Homes
Garages
Decks

ED PETERSON
(715) 566-2432
Webster, WI

Remodeling
is our
Specialty

BRAD PETERSON
(715) 566-2435
Webster, WI

Mention of any product or service does not imply endorsement by University of Wisconsin-Extension
LakeLines
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Ever Heard of Light Pollution?
Many people are familiar with garbage, chemicals, and plastics being referred to as pollution… but what about
light? Yes, that’s right, light can be considered a form of pollution.
For millions of people around the globe, the nighttime spectacle of the Milky Way will never be visible due to
light clouding the visibility of the night sky. According to the 2016 publication “World Atlas of Artificial Night Sky
Brightness,” 80 percent of the world’s population lives under skyglow (brightening of the night sky over
inhabited areas). Beyond this, in the United States and Europe 99 percent of the general public cannot
experience a natural night!
Much of the light pollution can be attributed to inefficient, overly bright, poorly targeted, improperly shielded,
and in many cases completely unnecessary use. This light, and the electricity used to create it, is being wasted
by spilling into the sky, rather than focusing it to the actual objects and areas that need to truly be illuminated.
Light pollution is something that you can help reverse, and it starts by evaluating your own home. The most
logical solution is to only direct light where it is needed. For outside lighting fixtures, make sure the light is
properly shielded (light primarily shines downwards). If security is a concern, consider adding motion detectors
or timers. If you live near water, make sure your lights are not adding strong reflections onto the water’s
surface. Lastly, you can close blinds and shades to help keep light inside your home.
As someone who has lakeshore property, you should think about the effects of the area lighting on your lake
community. A single security light can cast a shadow over a 1/4 mile away across the water.
By reducing the amount of light in our skies, the more beautiful the stars and Milky Way will become. To learn
more about light pollution and its affects, please visit https://www.darksky.org.
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The Burnett County AIS Program would like to
thank all lake associations and their volunteers
that helped preserve Burnett County’s waters in
2020. Volunteers participated in Clean Boats,
Clean Waters (CBCW), the Citizen Lake
Monitoring Network (CLMN), statewide programs
such as AIS Snapshot Day, decontamination
station maintenance, monitoring for AIS, and
much more. Volunteers put forth their own time
and effort to help keep Burnett County’s waters
healthy for all to enjoy. Thank you volunteers!
While volunteering, these hours can also be used
to help Burnett County meet our AIS grant match
requirements – another big help!

Upcoming Events
Due to the COVID –19 Pandemic, Upcoming
Events may be rescheduled or possibly, cancelled.
Please watch for updated information on Burnett
County websites.
10
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2021 WDNR Fishery Update
DNR fisheries staff will be much more active in Burnett County this spring. We are allowed sampling this
season (with COVID safety protocols) after cancelling sampling last season due to the pandemic. We will be
sampling the Yellow River to start our field work. We will use daytime river electrofishing to sample adult
walleye that migrate several miles upstream from Yellow Lake to spawn. This survey will give us an idea of
how many adult walleye there are in Yellow Lake, how old they are, and whether the population is healthy or
not. Afterward, we are tentatively planning to net for muskellunge in Yellow Lake and Big Trade Lake (this
will occur if our weather/time allow us to do it). Then we head back to the Yellow River to survey adult lake
sturgeon. With the exception of last year, we survey the lake sturgeon in the Yellow River annually. Like the
Yellow Lake walleye, they also migrate upstream and spawn. Yellow Lake boasts one of the best sturgeon
populations in our area, so yearly assessments help us keep track of this rare population. After sturgeon
sampling, we typically do night electrofishing on 8 – 10 lakes in Washburn and Burnett Counties.
This year, we are tentatively planning to sample these lakes with electrofishing: Birch Island Lake, Clear
Lake, Big Trade Lake, Crooked Lake, and Yellow Lake in Burnett County. For safety purposes, we will
mostly be limited to two person crews and will have to follow COVID safety protocols while traveling and on
the water. If you have questions about Burnett County fisheries, the lakes we are sampling, or your lake
please contact Craig Roberts, Fisheries Biologist, at craig.roberts@wisconsin.gov or 715-416-0351.

BE ON THE LOOKOUT !!
Jumping worms, known also as Asian jumping worms, crazy worms, Alabama jumpers and
snake worms, are invasive earthworms first found in Wisconsin in 2013. Native to eastern Asia,
they present challenges to homeowners, gardeners and forest managers. Jumping worms get their
name from their behavior. When handled, they violently thrash, spring into the air and can even
shed their tails to escape.
Jumping worms grow more rapidly, reproduce more quickly and consume more nutrients than other
earthworms in the state. Once jumping worms become established, they quickly transform soil into
dry, granular pellets with a texture like discarded coffee
grounds. This altered soil structure is often unaccommodating to ornamental and garden plants, and inhospitable to many native plant species. In many cases,
invasive plants thrive where jumping worms live.
For more information please visit the WI DNR website
at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/
jumpingWorm.html or contact Dave Ferris, Burnett
County Conservationist, at 715.349.2109, ext. 2615
LakeLines
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