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Introduction  

Burnett County has participated in Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) education, prevention, and 

control efforts for decades. AIS are aquatic plants, animals, algae, or viruses that are not native 

to the region they were transplanted to. AIS could have been intentionally introduced to a non-

native environment or transported unintentionally through various ways. No matter how they 

arrived to an area, AIS have a significant impact on the natural environment, the economy, and 

culturally significant resources.  

The most common transportation vectors of AIS are through the aquaculture trade, recreational 

boater movements, hunters and anglers, and the pet trade. The Clean Boats, Clean Waters 

(CBCW) program in Wisconsin helps to target recreational boaters, anglers, and hunters. The 

other mechanisms of spread often have specialized programs developed by the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).  

Fortunately, Burnett County has relatively few forms of AIS when compared to other regions of 

²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ 

ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΣέ ŀƴd to keep this slogan relevant, AIS must be slowed or prevented from invading the 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ ǿŀǘŜǊōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 

during the summer months, and are what keep people returning each season. If these water 

ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

pocketbook as well.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ [ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

Department (BCLSD) completed during the 2020 field season, and what will continue for the year 

2021. If additional information is desired about these programs, feel free to contact Burnett 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ !L{ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ƻƛǎǾŜǊǘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻǿΦ  

 

Thomas Boisvert 
Burnett County Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 

Conservation Division ς Land Services Department 

tboisvert@burnettcounty.org 

(715) 349ς2109 Ext. 2613 

 

 

  

To view the most common forms of AIS, or ones of considerable threat, please use the 

following link to view AIS Fact Sheets developed by Golden Sands RC&D and the Citizen Lakes 

Monitoring Network. 

https://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Documents/programs/CLMN/AISfactsheets/ALL%20species.pdf
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.ǳǊƴŜǘǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ !L{ Dƻŀƭǎ 

.ǳǊƴŜǘǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ !L{ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ς stop the spread. However, there are some main 

objectives that keep this idea possible. These objectives and activities were written directly into 

the Burnett County Land and Water Resource Management Plan.  

Aquatic Invasive Species Objectives: 

A. Monitor and control Eurasian Water Milfoil, Purple Loosestrife, Asian Carp, Zebra 

Mussels, and other Aquatic Invasive Species.  

B. Protect native aquatic plants (especially wild rice) and aquatic habitat. 

C. Monitor and control terrestrial invasive species such as spotted knapweed, buckthorn, 

leafy spurge, and giant and Japanese knotweed. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Activities: 

1. Inspect watercraft and equipment at public access points to help prevent accidental 

spread of invasive species into additional lakes and rivers. Implement the Clean Boats, 

Clean Waters program and support ILIDS cameras. 

2. Assist lake organizations with aquatic plant inventories and plans. 

3. Support Burnett County Sheriff and lake association efforts to enforce the AIS Ordinance. 

4. Develop rapid response plans for eradication of manageable infestations. 

5. Monitor native and invasive aquatic plants at boat landings and other areas where 

invasive introductions are likely to occur. 

6. Track purple loosestrife, zebra mussel, Eurasian water milfoil and other aquatic and 

terrestrial invasive species infestations. 

7. Promote establishment of decontamination stations at surface water access points.  

8. Monitor lakes for zebra mussels using veliger tows, eDNA, plate samplers, and other 

available methods in cooperation with Washburn County. 

  

ά{ǘŀŦŦ ŀƭǎƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ 

aquatic invasive species. Inspections of water craft at public access points help prevent 

accidental spread of invasive species into additional lakes and rivers. A comprehensive purple 

loosestrife identification and eradication program has been established and is currently 

ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦέ ς Burnett County Land and Water Resource Management Plan.  

http://www.burnettcounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/7726


6 
 

Burnett County AIS Ordinance 

¢ƘŜ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !L{ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлму ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ά5ƻ bƻǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘέ 

ordinance. In the amendment, it is now specified that if decontamination materials are present 

at a waterbody access, they must be utilized by law. Burnett and Washburn Counties were the 

first two counties to adopt an AIS ordinance of this nature. Recently, Bayfield County and Barron 

County have adopted similar ordinances.  

This amendment was the result of intense public pressure for Burnett and Washburn Counties to 

be proactive against the spread of zebra mussels and other AIS. This pressure came after zebra 

mussels were first identified in Big McKenzie Lake in 2016, and shortly after in Middle McKenzie 

Lake as well.  

When brought to county boards for approval, the amendment was passed unanimously.  

While the ordinances were being amended, Burnett and Washburn Counties applied for an AIS 

Rapid Response grant. This grant focused on preventing the spread of zebra mussels any further. 

A main goal of the grant was to purchase decontamination stations for local lake associations to 

install at water access points. Once the county ordinances were adopted the public was required 

to use these stations by law.  

The general public accepted the decontamination stations, and were grateful to see that there 

are proactive measures in place to prevent the spread of AIS. However, there were some people 

that were not fond of this change. Since the ordinance is in place, the people that objected to 

these stations were reported and subsequently given warnings. In 2019, ordinance enforcement 

became much stronger, and there was a strong system in place for the 2020 season.  

In 2020, the ordinance was revised to include higher fine amounts. This change was encouraged 

by local citizens and lake organizations that felt the previous fines were not high enough to deter 

violators. Burnett County was behind this change, and the new fine amounts were changed 

before the 2020 season ς so far a citation has not needed to be issued. The public was notified 

of this change through public meetings and media releases.  

  




























































































