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Aquatic Invasive Species Snapshot Day – What Was Found?

Water lovers of all ages were invited to join the Burnett County Land Services Department on a search for
aquatic invasive species (AIS) on August 15th, 2020 at the Burnett County Government Center in Siren, WI.
This fun, hands-on effort, known as AIS Snapshot Day, relies on participants to monitor streams and lakes at
designated sites, for signs of non-native plants and animals that pose risks to Wisconsin waterways and
wildlife.
Coordinated by River Alliance of Wisconsin, in partnership with UW Extension’s Citizen Lake Monitoring
Network, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Snapshot Day entered its 7th successful year.
Information collected was provided to the WDNR to inform and guide monitoring and response efforts.
Volunteers are key to the success of the event.
“More and more people want to know how they can help protect the local lakes, rivers and streams they love.
Snapshot Day makes taking action a fun, efficient and community-building event,” explained Natalie Dutack,
former AIS Watershed Groups Manager at River Alliance of Wisconsin. “We’ve seen nature lovers, paddlers
and anglers take part. We’ve also had families, troops of Scouts, and retirees come
out. Everyone enjoys the hands-on opportunity to learn more about the waters near
them, and by providing a venue and some training we can help them become
stewards of their waters,” Dutack continued.
This year was the Burnett County Land Services Department’s second time hosting
Snapshot Day. They joined a larger network of over 20 conservation organizations
helping to prevent the spread of invasive species across Wisconsin. Throughout the
state nearly 200 volunteers joined the search for AIS. In Burnett County, there were
5 participants for the 2020 event. The Burnett County Land Services Department is
hoping this event will grow each subsequent year.

Following a brief identification training, participants dispersed to collect samples at critical monitoring sites,
and then reconvened to report what they found. Overall, there were 11 different waterbodies monitored, 2 new
populations of AIS that were found, and 3 AIS populations that were able to be verified. Several of the AIS
found were: narrow leaf cattails, curly leaf pondweed, purple loosestrife, Chinese mystery snails, and banded
mystery snails.
Besides searching for AIS, participants were encouraged to bring back a specimen of any plant or animal that
they could not identify. This allowed participants to learn native species, and gain knowledge on aquatic plant
and animal identification. All participants left with new knowledge on aquatic life.
If you have any questions about AIS Snapshot Day or would like to get involved for 2021, feel free to contact
Thomas Boisvert, the Burnett County AIS Coordinator at (715)-349-2109 Ext. 2613 or
tboisvert@burnettcounty.org. 
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S

o the summer of 2020 comes to a close as activities on
Burnett County waters slow.
September seems to have differed in 2020 as lake levels
have dropped from less rain fall than past years.
As we reflect on the summer gone-by, it was unique for all.
Events that have always been there were gone. State and local
fairs, ballgames, summer festivals, 4th of July celebrations etc., all
were non-existent. For most, there was a large void in the
summer routine. As is human nature, we all took some of this
“for granted”. It was our right to have a state fair, ballgame, etc.
Looking back at summer 2020 it is clear the obvious was true.
Our lakes and rivers “took up the slack” or filled the void most of
us felt. What better place to unwind and forget about COVID
than the cabin and a beautiful lake or stream.
It brings us back to “taking things for granted”. Burnett County’s
natural treasures cannot be taken “for granted.” They’re all we
have. No more will be created. They cannot be postponed or
rescheduled.
Aldo Leopold, a world renowned naturalist from Wisconsin spoke
often of “The Land Ethic”. Part of the “Land Ethic” refers to man
being simply part of the natural world. Man is not superior or “in
charge” of nature.
The connection Leopold provides us is that since we are simply a
part of nature, we best not “take for granted” the world which we
live.
As we all have traveled this COVID journey for the past six
months, we should be reminded that nothing is for certain.
Have a better winter. 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Burnett County Second/Vacation Home Owners Survey
The Burnett County Development Association (BCDA) is an
organization that assists in creating new, retaining, and expanding
existing business opportunities in Burnett County. Currently, the BCDA
is in the process of looking at the recent influx of second/vacation home
owners from out of the area that are working remotely/virtually from
these residences due to the pandemic. They want to determine if this is a
passing trend or if a portion of these virtual operations would like to
stay. The BCDA is working with the UW River Falls Survey Center to
develop and implement an on-line survey. If it is determined there is a
willingness by businesses to remain or relocate, we will need to know
what we as an organization can do to accommodate their needs. Results
of the survey will also be a beneficial tool for future infrastructure and
business development planning. For more information, contact the
BCDA at 715-349-2979 or bcda@burnettcounty.org. 
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Protect Our
Waterfowl Habitat

H

unting and outdoor recreation are some of life’s greatest pleasures
and pastimes. The health of our natural resources is critical and
supports America’s outdoor way of life. Waterfowl hunters must take
part in protecting the health of our natural resources by preventing the
spread of aquatic invasive species, which can have costly effects on our
environment and economy.
With the 2020 migratory bird hunting seasons about to begin, we hope
that you will join waterfowl hunters in Wisconsin and beyond in helping
to prevent the spread of aquatic hitchhikers and preserve waterfowl
habitat and populations.
Watercraft, trailers, decoys,
dogs and all other hunting
equipment can transport
invasive species. Taking a
few simple steps – Inspect,
Remove, Drain, Never
Move – before and after
spending time on the water
will help protect waterfowl,
habitat and the hunting
traditions for generations to
come.
Decoys with cracks or
unnoticed holes can let
water seep in that could
carry tiny organisms, such
as the larvae of invasive
snails, clams, and mussels.

A hunting dogs’ fur and
vests can hide mud, seeds and even small snails.
Many access points now have wader/boot cleaning stations with large
roller brushers thanks to the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, the
River Alliance of Wisconsin, and other partners. A grabbing tool for reaching under a boat on a trailer can make
removing plants much easier.
Wisconsin’s invasive species law, NR40, asks that you put forth your best effort, understanding that perfection is
not always possible or practical.
If you are a Burnett County waterfowl hunter that has additional questions about AIS, please contact Thomas
Boisvert, Burnett County AIS Coordinator. Thomas can be reached by phone (715)-349-2109 Ext. 2613 or email
tboisvert@burnettcounty.org, and scheduled in-person meetings. 
LakeLines

3

fall 2020

Fall Water Garden Cleanup to Keep Lakes
and Waterways Healthy
Information submitted by Melinda Myers

A

s summer winds down, it is not too soon to start
planning for fall garden chores. Just like any gardening
endeavor, fall cleanup is the first step to a healthy and
beautiful water garden next year. How you manage the
cleanup debris is critical to the health and quality of our lakes
and waterways as well as your water garden.
Water smartweed (Persicaria amphibia)

Scoop fallen leaves with bird netting and drag leaves to an area
where they can be shredded with a mower and used as mulch around
perennials or added to your compost pile.
Then it’s time to move to the next phase of cleanup. Start by
removing any dead leaves and decaying debris as well as any nonhardy plants from your water gardens. Cut back the leaves on hardy
non-invasive plants overwintering in your pond. Move any hardy
potted plants to a deeper shelf to protect them from freezing.
Bury or compost this debris away from the water’s edge to create a
wonderful soil amendment for your other gardens. Mix this with
other non-invasive plant debris that’s free of insects and disease. Add
a bit of compost and fertilizer to create a pile at least three feet tall
and wide for faster results. Or do your composting in a tumbler for
easy turning or a compost bin to contain and hide the process.
This next step in fall cleanup is where well-intentioned gardeners often cause harm to lakes and waterways. Gardeners releasing
invasive plants into the “wild” at the end of the season has introduced invasive species to Wisconsin’s lakes and waterways. Avoid
making this mistake by not only removing, but destroying any aggressive, invasive and restricted plants. Do the same with any nonrestricted tropical water plants you’re not overwintering indoors. Just place them in a bag, mark as invasive and throw them in the
trash. Don’t compost them. Most compost piles don’t reach high enough temperatures to kill all problem plants. If in doubt, check
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources website and search “Invasive Species” for a list of invasive plants.
You may notice several tropical plants on the invasive species list. Although these plants can’t survive our winters, their seeds can.
Water hyacinths, water lettuce and parrot feather, also known as Brazilian water milfoil, have been found in Wisconsin waterways.
These aggressive plants outcompete native water plants that wildlife depends upon for shelter and nesting. They form dense mats
that block sunlight from reaching submerged plants and the oxygen needed by underwater animals. Not to mention the impact on
recreational use of our lakes and waterways.

As you clean up your water gardens and ponds this fall, resist the temptation to
share plants with friends and family. Your gift may actually cause them problems
by inadvertently passing along unseen invasive species or problems they’ll need to
manage.
Instead pass along this information to friends and relatives. It’s as easy as sharing
this link https://youtu.be/kbrzM1sKCTo to our video on fall water garden clean up.
Together we can make a difference in keeping Wisconsin lakes and waterways
healthy.
For more information on native plants, invasive plants, water gardens and rain
gardens, contact the Burnett County Conservation Division at 715.349.2109.
Melinda Myers is the author of numerous gardening books. She hosts the “How to
Grow Anything” DVD series and the Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio
program. Myers has partnered with UW Madison Division of Extension Natural
Resources Institute to help with education of AIS management and the promotion
of native species. 
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Blue Flag Iris (Iris virginica)
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E-CYCLE WISCONSIN CELEBRATES
10-YEAR MILESTONE

During the first 10 years of Wisconsin’s electronics recycling program, state
households and schools recycled 325 million pounds of TVs, computers and
other consumer devices, according to the latest data from the WI Department
of Natural Resources.
From those electronics, high-tech recyclers in WI and nearby states were able
to recycle an estimated 47 million pounds of steel, 8 million pounds of
aluminum, and 16 million pounds of copper, in addition to glass, plastic and
other metals.
TVs, laptops, cellphones and other electronics contain valuable materials that
can be recovered through responsible recycling. Electronics also contain
hazardous materials, such as lead and mercury, that can harm human health
and pollute the environment if not properly managed.
WI’s electronics recycling law was enacted in 2009 with goals of preventing
pollution from toxic materials found in many older electronics – including lead, mercury and other heavy
metals – and conserving valuable resources.
To accomplish these goals, the law created E-Cycle Wisconsin, a manufacturer funded program administered
by the DNR that helps support a statewide network of electronics collectors and recyclers. The program
began collecting electronics in January 2010.
The law also banned landfilling or incineration of many types of consumer electronics, such as TVs,
computers, monitors, printers and cellphones. The disposal ban took effect on September 1, 2010.
One of the program’s biggest challenges remains improving consumer awareness of electronics recycling
options. A 2018 DNR survey showed most Wisconsinites have been complying with the electronics disposal
ban. Still, many are storing unwanted devices because they are unsure of how to recycle them or lack
convenient and affordable recycling options.
The survey found that, of the estimated 26.3 million devices in WI households, 9.3 million devices were not
in use – about 22% of TVs, 30% of computers and 50% of cellphones.

The DNR maintains an E-Cycle Wisconsin collection sites list, which allows residents to map nearby
collection sites or look up locations by county. You can find the collection site list and other recycling
information at: www.dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Ecycle/Electronics.html.
It also includes information on
manufacturer mail-back or trade-in programs, many of which are free. 
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BROAD-LEAF CATTAIL
NARROW-LEAF CATTAIL
TYPHA LATIFOLIA AND TYPHA ANGUSTIFOLIA





6

LakeLines



LakeLines

Our Sponsors

Susan Wallin (715)259-7766
swallin@eraparkside.com
eraparkside.com
Siren 715-349-2899
Open 7 days a week

Mention of any product or service does not imply endorsement by University of Wisconsin-Extension
LakeLines
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Our Sponsors

SOMETHING
TO THINK
ABOUT THIS
WINTER……

PETERSON CONSTRUCTION
General Contractors

Custom Homes
Garages
Decks

ED PETERSON
(715) 566-2432
Webster, WI

Remodeling
is our
Specialty

BRAD PETERSON
(715) 566-2435
Webster, WI







Protect and preserve water clarity
Slow and filter runoff before entering water body
Create natural beauty
Provide a home for near shore wildlife
Receive incentives for “doing the right thing”

Interested in all the above? Why not give us a call?
The Burnett County Shoreline Incentives Program
could help to check off all the above from your to do
list. A technician can come out to your waterfront
property to conduct a near shore assessment and help
to get you enrolled.
Call now to add your name to our list for Spring, 2021
inspections. We’ll be out as soon as the snow melts!
☺ Burnett County Land Services 715.349.2109

Mention of any product or service does not imply endorsement by University of Wisconsin-Extension
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Attention Shoreline Property Owners
As the open water season winds down the time is ticking before docks, boat lifts, rafts, and other water
structures are needed to be removed before ice season arrives. During removal, the Burnett County Land
Services Department encourages a thorough inspection of the equipment
being removed. The inspection being referred to is a careful scan looking
for aquatic invasive species (AIS). In particular, shoreline owners that are
removing structures should be examining their equipment for signs of
zebra and quagga mussels.
Zebra and quagga mussels adhere themselves to hard surfaces which
makes water structures the perfect habitat. When removing these
structures please look for any suspected mussels. Early detection of AIS is
crucial for preventing their spread, and can help with their control.
Zebra and quagga mussels are extremely invasive organisms that originate
mainly from the Caspian Sea region. Through the shipping trade they
moved into the Great Lakes via ballast waters, and from the Great Lakes
they are then unintentionally transported through recreational watercraft
movements.
Each zebra and quagga mussel filters approximately one liter of water per day. Often this clears the water in
which they reside in, however, clear water does not always mean healthy water. Through this intense
filtration, these mussels essentially “sterilize” the water of its nutrients and micro-organisms. This leads to a
bottom-up effect on the food chain causing problems for much of the waterbodies’ organisms. There is also
a strong correlation between zebra and quagga mussels and increased toxic blue-green algae blooms.
Besides the ecological effects of zebra and quagga mussels, they cost the U.S. Economy millions of dollars
each year. They block water pipes and screens, cause watercraft engine problems, create large colonies on
boat undersides, and can make beaches undesirable with their dead, sharp shells.
Overall, these mussels are something that Burnett County does not need. Unfortunately, Big and Middle
McKenzie Lakes already have established populations of zebra mussels. Because there are already zebra
mussels present in Burnett County, monitoring is of high priority. By monitoring equipment when it is being
removed, any new infestations could be addressed as quickly as possible.
If you find something that is suspicious on your water structures when removing them this fall, feel free to
contact Thomas Boisvert, the Burnett County AIS Coordinator at (715)-349-2109 Ext. 2613 or email
tboisvert@burnettcounty.org. 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Interesting Waterbody Facts Trivia

What is the acronym that represents plant, animals, and pathogens that are “out of place” in a lake, wetland, or
stream?
Which president quipped No man ever caught trout in dirty water?
What did the Indians once call the wilderness between the Mississippi River and Lake Superior?
What natural habitat in Wisconsin’s north woods is used by more animals and insects than any other?
What common nutrient can turn lakes green with algae if there is too much of it?
Answers on page 10

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and
programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
requirements.
LakeLines
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Use a new mobile app
to add your milkweed
to Wisconsin’s count.
Monarch photo by Ryan Brady

Upcoming Events
Due to the COVID –19 Pandemic, Upcoming
Events may be rescheduled or possibly, cancelled.
Please watch for updated information on Burnett
County websites.
Answers to Trivia questions on page 9
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
10

AIS—aquatic invasive species
Teddy Roosevelt
The mosquito country
Shoreland areas
Phosphorus
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Burnett County Lakes & Rivers = BCLRA
Looking for New Blood…
A volunteer group that meets about six times per year, BCLRA is looking for new members to join us
on our adventure.
Our Mission is to educate and network with lake associations and state and local agencies in an effort
to preserve the quality of Burnett County’s lakes and rivers.
Honestly, most current BCLRA members have been at it for many years and the group would gladly
welcome some new thinkers and energizers.
If interested…contact Roger Noe at 715-520-0197 or dknoe5@gmail.com

DONATE TO BCLRA
Our purpose is to promote the environmental protection of Burnett County’s lakes and rivers
and its wildlife resources, to share information, projects, and results. If you would like to help
BCLRA fulfill its mission, please consider a charitable donation. Any amount is appreciated and
helps to provide support to the many projects BCLRA is involved in.
SEND YOUR CHECK TO: 7410 Co Rd K, #120, Siren WI 54872 payable to BCLRA.
Amount:

$10

$25

$50

$75

$100

Citizen Science Opportunity!
The Citizen Lake Monitoring Network (CLMN) creates a bond between over 1,000 citizen volunteers
statewide and the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. The goal of CLMN is to collect high-quality lake
monitoring data, educate and empower volunteers, and share data to inform lake management.
CLMN staff provide volunteers with the necessary equipment and training to conduct these monitoring
activities. Volunteers provide their time, expertise, energy, and a willingness to share information with their
fellow lake residents or other lake users. The information gathered by these monitoring programs is used by
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), University biologists and researchers, UWExtension, and other interested individuals.
CLMN volunteers can collect data on water clarity, water chemistry, ice-on and iceoff, aquatic invasive species (AIS), native aquatic plants, and more. Each volunteer
can decide what programs they would like to participate in, and to what degree.
If you would be interested in joining CLMN or simply learn more about this program,
please contact Tom Boisvert, Burnett County AIS Coordinator. Tom can be reached
at (715)-349-2109 Ext. 2613 or email at tboisvert@burnettcounty.org.
Information obtained from the CLMN website: https://www.uwsp.edu/cnr -ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/
programs/clmn/default.aspx 
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