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Administration
It is hard to believe July has
already come and gone! Over
the next few weeks, you will
be receiving information pertaining to our upcoming Healics events.
The Biometric
screenings will take place in
Early September and the Report Deliveries will be received in October. There are a
few minor changes to this
year’s event which will be

highlighted in the upcoming
correspondences, including
the change that all Report Deliveries will be conducted via
telephonic option only. What
this means is that there will
not be a need to schedule two
separate face-to-face meetings!
Be sure to check your email
often to stay tuned as details
are solidified.

- Nate

Aging & Disability Resource Center
The ADRC of Northwest Wisconsin has provided 45,140
meals to 728 consumers
throughout Burnett and Polk
Counties in the last 9 months.
Each of those meals was
touched by the hands of a volunteer. The senior nutrition
program depends heavily on
the kindness of volunteers,
whether the volunteer helps
prepare, package or deliver the
meal.
One area the senior nutrition
program needs additional
volunteers is the annual survey, a state requirement for
each of the 728 consumer’s
receiving a meal. Congre-

gate meal recipients complete
the annual survey with assistance from the staff at the site.
Each home delivered meal recipient needs the survey completed within their homes.
As you can well assume, seeing
350 individuals in their homes
can be a challenge. To help aid
in getting the short surveys
completed with each home de-

livered meal recipient, the
ADRC is recruiting volunteers.
Do you know someone who is
retired and looking for a positive outlet?
The ADRC of
Northwest Wisconsin would
greatly appreciate your help in
getting the word out. Our volunteer program is very flexible
and can work around other’s
schedules.
The surveys are
simple and usually take about
10 minutes to complete. Please
tell your church friends, spouses, exercise buddies, in-laws
and neighbors about the opportunity.

Issue 63

Page 2

Health & Human Services
Since summer is here, Burnett
County DHHS- Public Health
is taking the opportunity to
remind people about summer
activity safety. Summer is a
great time to go outside and
enjoy the sunshine, take a
swim, or spend time near local
water sources, but there are a
few things people should do to
protect themselves and their
pets from water illnesses.
We all like to enjoy our neighboring lakes in the summer,
but recreational water illnesses
can really put a damper on the
summer fun and can be downright dangerous. These water
illnesses are the various illnesses caused by germs that
can contaminate water in lakes
and other natural water
sources. When you or your pet
swim, you share the water
with everyone, and germs are
easily spread when swimmers
or water enthusiasts swallow
contaminated water (even just
a little).
Have you heard of cyanobacteria, or blue-green algae? This
kind of algal bloom is considered to be harmful and needs
to be avoided. Many questions
come into play when discussing Blue-Green Algae, such as:
What do blue-green algae
blooms look like?
Do they always look the same?
How can you tell blooms apart

from their non-harmful lookalikes?
Fortunately, blooms don’t all
look alike. Bloom appearances
can vary depending on the
species present and their concentrations in the water. Generally speaking, the most common bloom conditions seen in
Wisconsin result in water that
looks like: spilled latex paint,
green pea soup, is discolored
or streaky, it has small green
dots floating in it, floating
scum, globs or mats and may
have dead fish or other animals floating in it.
Anyone can do these simple,
no-cost tests for identifying
Blue - Green Algae that are
presented by the WI Department of Health Services. Remember to always wear rubber or latex gloves for your
protection incase harmful Blue
-Green Algae is present.

 Leave the jar in a location
where the contents will not
be disturbed for 2–3 hours.
 After 2 or 3 hours, observe
the jar to see where the algae
have settled. Algae that sink
to the bottom are likely true
algae, and algae that form a
greenish ring at the top of the
water are likely blue-green
algae (cyanobacteria).

Photo of The Jar Test

The Stick Test

 With gloves on, push a long,
sturdy stick into the surface
The Jar Test
of the algal material and
slowly lift it out of the water.
 With gloves on, use a glass
jar to collect a sample just be-  If the stick comes out looking like it has been dipped
low the surface of the water
into a can of paint, the mate(avoid collecting just the top
rial is likely blue-green allayer of scum).
gae. If it comes out with
 Fill the jar about threelong, green, hair-like strands
quarters full (leave room at
or threads, the material is
the top for gas production).
probably true algae
Wipe any scum off the out(filamentous green algae).
side of the jar and screw the
lid on.

(Continued on Page 3)
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*These tests may help you determine if you have higher levels of
blue-green in your lake, but they
don’t tell you whether or not the
blue-green algae are actually producing toxins. When in doubt,
it’s best to keep out!

Photo of The Stick Test



While accumulations of
filamentous green algae
may be a nuisance in a
lake, they are not a health
hazard.

If you suspect that a lake or
water way has a Harmful Algal Bloom, do not swim,
wade, ski boat or fish through
algal scums and do not let
pets drink lake water during
an algal bloom, east algal
scum or even lick it off their

fur. Always be sure to shower
off with soap and water after
swimming in a lake. Some
common human and animal
symptoms are difficulty
breathing, lethargy, nausea,
vomiting, and diarrhea.
Please report any algaerelated illness to the Wisconsin Harmful Algal Blooms
Program by calling 608-2661120 or by calling Burnett
County Public Health at 715349-7600.
See page 4 for more examples.
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Stay Healthy this Summer!
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Land Services
Shayna Vendela is a Grantsburg resident and third year college student attending the University of Wisconsin – River Falls. Her area
of study is conservation and environmental planning and restoration management, with her emphasis being conservation. At school
Shayna is a part of the resource management club, student support
services, as well as the horseman’s association, while attending
class full time. Her hobbies include hunting, trapping, fishing,
swimming, riding horse and camping - basically anything that one
could do that is out-of-doors. Shayna is very excited to begin her
first internship at Burnett County with the Land Services Department as an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) intern, and hopes that it
will bring her critical experience in the field as well as allow her to
gain knowledge on the diverse wildlife and plants in Burnett County.

Sunny Cone is a 2017 Webster High School graduate currently
attending UW-Madison. She finished her second year in the Civil and Environmental Engineering program in May and plans to
receive her bachelor’s degree in this program. Sunny intends to
continue on and secure a masters degree in Environmental Engineering as well. While on campus, Sunny is involved with the
environmental engineering club, Badgers for Sustainability, and
part of a scholars program for underrepresented engineering
students. Outside of academics, she enjoys spending time outdoors, reading, jigsaw puzzles, and baking. Her favorite books
tend to be fantasy, such as Lord of the Rings, and loves baking
brownies and trying new recipes. Sunny is very excited to be
working with the Land Services Department as an intern for the
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program and looks forward to
experiencing new things and learning more about the department as well as the field she is looking to enter into after graduation.
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Land Services
Water lovers of all ages are invited to join the Burnett County
Land Services Department on a
search for aquatic invasive species (AIS) on August 17th, 2019
at Crooked Lake Park in Siren,
WI. This fun, hands-on effort,
known as AIS Snapshot Day,
relies on participants to monitor
streams and lakes at designated
sites across the state, for signs of
non-native plants and animals
that pose risks to Wisconsin waterways and wildlife.
Coordinated by River Alliance
of Wisconsin, in partnership
with UW Extension’s Citizen
Lake Monitoring Network, the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Snapshot Day
is entering its’ 6th successful
year. Information collected will
be provided to the WI DNR to
inform and guide monitoring
and response efforts. Volunteers are key to the success of
the event.

protect the local lakes, rivers
and streams they love. Snapshot Day makes taking action a
fun, efficient and communitybuilding event,” explained Natalie Dutack, AIS Watershed
Groups Manager at River Alliance of Wisconsin. “We’ve seen
nature lovers, paddlers and anglers take part. We’ve also had
families, troops of Scouts, and
retirees come out. Everyone enjoys the hands-on opportunity
to learn more about the waters
near them, and by providing a
venue and some training we
can help them become stewards
of their waters,” Dutack continued.

for invasive species, which will
include escaped or intentionally released water garden and
aquarium species that can
choke out rivers and streams
and impair vital habitat for native wildlife.
Coordination of this event is
made possible with generous
support from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources through an Aquatic Invasive Species Education, Planning and Prevention grant.

Following a brief identification
training, volunteers will disperse to collect samples at critical monitoring sites, then reconvene to report what they
This will be the Burnett County found and celebrate a great
Land Services Department’s
time outdoors!
first time hosting Snapshot
Day. They join a larger network No experience is necessary and
of over 20 conservation organi- training is provided. This is a
zations helping to prevent the free event. Recommended for
spread of invasive species ages 8 and up, minors must be
across Wisconsin. Throughout accompanied by an adult.
“More and more people want the state nearly 200 volunteers
to know how they can help are expected to join the search
Registration:

Register and see all event details at:
https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/get-involved/events-home/
Advance registration is requested by August 2nd to help Site Leaders build monitoring plans, but
will remain open until August 15th.
For more information contact: Thomas Boisvert, AIS Coordinator, Burnett County Land Services
Department, Email: tboisvert@burnettcounty.org, Phone: 715-349-2109 Ext. 1382
Event Details:
Saturday, August 17th, 8:30am-1pm, Crooked Lake Park, 24258 State Rd. 35-70, Siren, WI 54872

