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Administration
Four years ago, the County started the Leadership through Effective and Efficient Designs
(LEED’s) program. The LEED’s
program is intended to incentivize non-supervisory employees to
think about the processes of their
work. Thinking about their tasks
in the context of not only their department, but also the organization, will lead to new processes
for the delivery of services. Nonsupervisory staff, in teams of two
or more, were encouraged to provide proposals on how to make
their work more effective or effi-

cient. While the program has limited guidelines, the proposals
needed to prove that if there was
a cost to implement the idea, it
would be net-neutral within two
years after implementing. The
employee performance amount
for the winning idea for 2018 is
$3000.

cabins to be built during the winter months and moved to two locations. One, in the Northeastern
part of the County, the other in
the far Southeast.
The cabins
would cost the County roughly
$40,000 to construct and locate on
the two sites. Based upon 45%
usage throughout the year at $60/
night, the return on investment
would be met in two years. Furthermore, at 60% usage the County would generate income of just
under $13,000 annually.

This year, the winning proposal
was to construct two camper cabins on County land to be rented to
those visiting Burnett County. The proposal, submitted by
Susan Tollander, Tory Jeske and Congratulations!
Kari Letch, outlines two rustic

- Nate

County Clerk
The August 14, 2018, Partisan
Primary voter turnout was the
highest voter turnout since the
fall primary in 2002. Average
38% voter turnout of registered
voters for Burnett County in a
primary was outstanding.
The local primary race for sheriff
on the Republican ticket between
Chris Sybers and Ryan Bybee
definitely played a big part in
voters going to the polls. With
Chris Sybers winning the race by
only 27 votes, it was the closest
race for an elected official at the
county level (excluding county
board supervisors), I am aware
of, that has happened in Burnett

County. This is a true example
of the statement you hear “Every
Votes Counts”. Chris will face
Independent candidate Tracy
Finch for sheriff on the ballot in
November.
The other local race at the county
level involved the Clerk of Circuit Court with only one candidate in the running, Democrat
Jacqueline Baasch. Jackie will
move on to the November 6,
2018, General Election with no
opposition for Clerk of Circuit
Court.
Voting statistics for the August
14, 2018, Partisan Election can be
found on page 2 of the newslet-

ter. This is a very interesting
document that uses estimated
county population numbers by
municipality, registered voters in
the county, eligible voters, voting
percentages and then documents
any provisional voters from the
election day. We use these statistics for comparisons and calculations when preparing for similar
elections in the county in the future.
See you at the polls November 6,
2018. Remember:

“EVERY VOTE COUNTS”
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District Attorney’s Office
Two Candidates Vying for
Appointment of Burnett
County District Attorney
Since Mr. Norine’s retirement
is mid-term, Governor Walker’s Office took applications to
fill the vacancy. There are two
candidates in the running for
the position and are both currently working in our office.

Dan currently resides in Osceola, Wisconsin and is a proud
father of three children:
Delaney (13), Aiden(11) and
Cooper(7).

Supervisor Pardun presenting Bill Norine
with his retirement plaque

William L. Norine is officially
retiring as of September 1, 2018
after 10 years as the Burnett
County District Attorney. Bill
has entertained us all with his
humor and poetry in the courtroom and will be missed. “I’ve
fought the good fight, I’ve finished the race, I’ve kept the
faith” words spoken by Bill
during his recognition at the
County Board Meeting on August 23, 2018. The District Attorney position is a thankless
job, many long hours, nights
and weekends to prepare for
the busy caseload in Burnett
County. We want to thank him
for his perseverance, dedication and integrity for a job well
done. We wish Bill well in his
retirement.

Joseph Schieffer

Dan Steffen

Daniel P. Steffen who is currently our Assistant District
Attorney will now be appointed Special Prosecutor full-time
until the appointment from
Governor Walker’s Office is
completed. Dan has worked in
Burnett County and Washburn
County as a shared Assistant
District Attorney since 2017.

Joseph Schieffer is a new face
to our office. Joe has been appointed Special Prosecutor
part-time until the appointment from Governor Walker’s
Office is completed. Prior to
coming to Burnett County, Joe
has been in private practice
and worked in the Barron
County District Attorney’s Office. Joe currently resides in
Cumberland, Wisconsin with
his wife, Hilary, and their
three dogs.
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Forestry and Parks
Being a forester on the County
Forest for over 20 years now, I
have had a lot of different question asked me as to why do we
do things the way we do when it
comes to harvesting timber.
Probably one of the most asked
questions that I get is, Why do
you whole tree harvest some of
the timber sales and leave the
slash on others? People really
start to think about this question
when conditions are right for
potential forest fires, much like
what is currently going on in

California, or when we had our
big wind event in 2011 that left a
large amount of potential forest
fire fuel laying on the ground.
I can tell you that there are many
reasons for choosing to whole
tree harvest verses not. One of
the first questions a forester will
ask themselves when entering a
stand of timber is, What is our
regeneration goal for this stand?
Well, that depends on the type of
timber. If it’s aspen, we have to
do pretty much nothing to get
aspen to come back, it shoots up
on its own once cut. The same
can be said for oak, and other
hardwoods to a certain degree.
But when you look at a pine species, such as jack pine, we need
the seeds in the cones for our
natural regeneration. We need

those tree tops on the ground
releasing the seed in order to obtain our regeneration. If we
whole-tree harvest, we are taking
our seed source.
When it comes to whole tree harvesting, there are state guidelines
for different soils where whole
tree harvesting is not permitted
due to poor quality soils and
needing the nutrients from the
slash to go back into the soil for
future tree growth. It just so happens that Burnett County has an
abundance of poor quality soils
that fall into this category. When
our sale has one of these soil
types, then we follow the guidelines and not allow whole tree
harvesting on that sale.
There are also many other good
reasons for leaving slash on a
timber sale. These range from
helping with soils erosion to
wildlife habitat. Slash will help
reduce sediment flow into our
wetlands, lakes, rivers and
streams during large rain events,
which helps to maintain Wisconsin’s clean water. Slash also pro-

vides many small critters with
habitat while we work to regenerate the stand, not to mention
slash can be a very import food
source in the winter for some of
our game species like deer and
grouse.
Another issue that we see with

whole tree harvesting is that
there just are not enough contractors and good markets out
there to cut all our sales as whole

trees sales even if we wanted to.
Currently a small portion of our
sales are offered as whole tree
sales, depending on the issues
listed above. But even with a
small portion of sales offered
whole tree, we are unable to sell
them all with the current markets and limited number of
whole tree contractors.
While I know a nice clean looking logging job is much more
appealing to the eye than one
that has the slash left on it, the
next time you see one of our jobs,
ask yourself, Why might they
have left the slash on this job?
Was it for the seed to regenerate
a new stand? Maybe it was for
the wildlife to use or to make
sure we could control some water run off issues. Or maybe they
wanted to cut it whole tree, but
that soil type did not allow for it,
or the whole tree contractors
were not interested in that sale.
Until next time, Stay safe.
Burnett County Forestry

Issue 52

Page 7

Health & Human Services
Don’t Wait. Vaccinate!
Vaccines should be given starting before birth. It is recommended that women get certain
vaccines, such as Influenza, Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis
while pregnant. Vaccines given
to a pregnant woman can offer
the baby some protection after
they are born, during the time
that they are too young to receive their own doses of certain
vaccines. However, in the hours
following birth, a baby should
receive their first vaccine. This
vaccine prevents against Hepatitis B. Hepatitis B can have potential serious complications
which are chronic liver infection, liver failure, and liver cancer.
After the Hepatitis B vaccine,
there are many additional vaccines that newborns through
children age six should be receiving. Vaccines given during
this time protect against Chickenpox, Diphtheria, Haemphilus
influenza type B, Hepatitis A,
Influenza, Measles, Pertussis,
Polio, Pneumococcal, Rotavirus,
Rubella, and Tetanus. Some of
the complications from these
diseases can lead to death. One
example is Measles, which has
disease complications of encephalitis, pneumonia, and
death.
As one becomes a preteen and
teenager there are additional
vaccines that should be received. Some of these vaccines

include Influenza, Tetanus, Here’s why you shouldn’t wait:
Diphtheria, Pertussis, Meningo- ○ Many vaccine-preventable
coccal, and Human Papillomadiseases are still common in
virus (HPV). Did you know that
the U.S.
HPV helps to prevent cancer?
There are also new guidelines ○ Those that are not common
here are still found in other
that only 2 doses of the HPV
parts of the world, and can
vaccine is needed if certain conbe a threat.
ditions are met.
Those that are 19 and older ○ Some of these diseases are
very contagious.
should get Influenza, Tetanus,
Diptheria, Pertussis, Shingles, ○ Any of these diseases could
MMR, Chickenpox, and HPV
be serious – even for healthy
vaccines. These vaccines are not
people.
given every year, excluding the
Influenza vaccine. Adults Some people may be at higher
should check with their risk for getting some diseases or
healthcare provider to find out having more serious illness if
which vaccines are recommend- they were to get sick, like
young children, older adults,
ed for them.
and those with certain health
Now that you know which vac- conditions.
cines are recommended, you
may be asking yourself why Vaccines are our best protection
you should vaccinate. In the against a number of serious,
United States, vaccines have and sometimes deadly, diseasgreatly reduced infectious dis- es. Every year, the Centers for
eases that once routinely Disease Control and Prevention
harmed or killed many infants, (CDC) and other medical exchildren, and adults. However, perts update vaccine recomthe viruses and bacteria that mendations for children, teens,
cause vaccine-preventable dis- and adults based on the latest
ease still exist and can cause ill- research and evidence-based
ness in people who are not pro- science on vaccine safety, effectected by vaccines. Every year, tiveness, and patterns of vactens of thousands of Americans cine-preventable diseases.
still suffer serious health prob- You have the power to protect
lems, are hospitalized, and even yourself and the ones you love.
die from diseases that could be Talk to your healthcare profesprevented by vaccines. Protect sional about which vaccines are
your health and the health of right for you and your family.
your family. Make sure you and For additional information visit
your loved ones are up-to-date cdc.gov/vaccines
on recommended vaccines.
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Burnett County Welcomes...

Brenin Stevens and William
Bartlett Are new to our Highway Department as Highway
Maintenance Workers.

Jason Williams

Amber Nordstrom and Angel
Morgen are new to the Health
and Human Services Department. Amber is a Social Worker in the Children & Families
Unit and Angel works in Public Health as the Birth to Three
Services Coordinator/Public
Health Specialist.

I’m Jason Williams and I recently joined Burnett County as a Jailer/Dispatcher. I live in Spooner with my wife and our four daughters, 2,
10, 15, and 18. I’m originally from out west where I spent time in Idaho
and Colorado. My wife is from Wausau and is a clinical social worker for
an emergency mental health service organization. Plus a heck of a cupcake baker. My daughters are active, creative, and involved in sports,
school, and working. I’m a forever fan of The Denver Broncos. I also enjoy fishing, camping, playing with my girls, and home restoration projects. I’m already loving the role and my team! It’s relief to work in such
a welcoming place.

Kim is excited to be a part of the
ADRC as the new Information and
Assistance Specialist. She recently
served the County in a different capacity and is happy to still be serving
the area. She resides in Grantsburg
with her husband and 5 kids who are
active in sports and enjoy the outdoor
life that Burnett County has to offer.

Gregory Norman is new to Burnett
County as a Jailer/Dispatcher with
the Sheriff’s Department.

Kimberly Feit

Welcome to the Team!

