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Administration
This past Tuesday, I was invited to speak at Rotary in
Grantsburg. Each year I am invited in July to speak with
these folks, but this time was
different. My message was not
much different from previous
years - updating them about
the previous years’ projects,
great work our staff does,
budgetary items, and answering a variety of questions. The
difference was what I gained as
I listened to the opening aspects
of their meeting. Like most organizations I am associated
with, they recited the Pledge of
Allegiance, and had an opening
prayer for guidance. What
struck me more than this, however, was the reciting of the Ro-

County Clerk

tary Four Way Test. The Four
Way Test was adopted by Rotary as one of their guiding principles, and has stood the test of
time since 1943.
Originally

pany, the test was a simple,
easy to memorize code that led
to the recovery of the company
and marked it as a company
with integrity. While simple, I
feel this is something that can
and should be embraced by all
of us in our daily lives, especially in our workplace. I’ll be
the first to admit that I fall short
of this from time to time, but
this past Tuesday was a reminder of how we can all work
towards a more respectful life
and workplace.
Thank you
Grantsburg Rotary, not only for
the invite, but for your contincrafted by Herbert John Taylor ued service to the Community.
in 1932 as a simple measuring
stick of ethics for employees of
-Nate
his struggling cookware com-
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Health & Human Services
Since summer is here, Burnett
County Department of Health
& Human Services Public
Health unit is taking the opportunity to remind people about
sun, water, and food safety.
Summer is a great time to go
outside and enjoy the sunshine,
take a swim, or have a barbecue, but there are a few things
people should do to protect
themselves from damaging ultraviolet rays, water illnesses,
drowning, and food-borne illnesses.
Every year, there are more than
63,000 new cases of melanoma,
the deadliest form of skin cancer, resulting in nearly 9,000
deaths. Because skin cancer can
be serious, and even deadly, it
is essential for people to protect
themselves from the sun’s
damaging rays. Remember to
cover up, wear a hat, seek
shade, wear sunglasses, and
rub on sunscreen every time
you go outside. Remember to
reapply sunscreen after swimming.
Recreational water illnesses are
the various illnesses caused by
germs that can contaminate

water in pools and lakes. When
you swim, you share the water
with everyone, and germs are
easily spread when swimmers
swallow contaminated water
(even just a little). Chlorine in
pools can take up to a few days
to kill certain germs, so take
steps to keep pools clean!
 Practice good hygiene by
washing hands after using
the bathroom or changing a
diaper
 Take a shower with soap before swimming
Drowning is a leading cause of
injury death for children ages 1
to 4. Kids can drown in seconds
and in silence, and drowning
can occur in as little as an inch
of water. Follow these steps to
keep children safe in and
around water:





Make sure everyone knows
how to swim
Wear life jackets appropriately
Know CPR
Provide continuous, attentive supervision to children
near water

SUMMER

· SAFETY ·
TIPS



Prevent access to water by
setting up barriers
 Use locks/alarms for windows and doors
Lastly, as you’re preparing
your outdoor picnics, keep
food safety in mind. Warm
summer temperatures allow
bacteria to grow on food quickly, which can lead to food poisoning. A full cooler holds temperature better than a half-full
cooler, so pack plenty of ice!
Keep the cooler out of direct
sunlight, and don’t leave perishable food un-refrigerated or
out of the cooler for more than
two hours. Take disposable wet
wipes or hand sanitizer with
you so you can clean your
hands before and after handling food, and as always, never put cooked food on a plate
that previously held raw meat,
poultry, or seafood.
See the display board by the
entrance of the Burnett County
Government Center for tips on
how to protect yourself from
the sun and for information
about indoor tanning, water,
and food safety.
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Maintenance and Grounds
Software upgrades and changes made over a year and a half
ago have made some dramatic
changes to the way we can remotely operate our HVAC
and other building management systems. In the recent
past, we could remote into the
system from home or, if we
had a pc with the proper software, when away. This allowed us the capability to
check, adjust, or in some cases
troubleshoot problems without having to come in to see
what was going on. As an example of past capabilities, if
you were out of town or out
and about and were called
about a problem, it was something of a hassle to find a wi-fi
hotspot to get access for the

laptop, but it still beat a drive
in to adjust an otherwise minor problem.
The software allows us to access the systems with an iOS
app. So now, when various
alarm set points are reached
and sent to the mobile device,
we have a quicker response
with a more portable remote
access to the HVAC controls
and other monitoring systems.
In many cases, the system
alerts us of problems before
end user is even aware there is
a problem.
As another example, for the
recent Fly-in at the airport,
everyone involved overlooked having the air terminal
doors unlocked for the event.

When I was notified of the issue, I was on a drive and
about half way to Superior,
Wisconsin. I was able to pull
over and in just a few minutes
got the doors unlocked – no
need to turn around or call
someone in.
The iOS version does have
some limitations – everything
is on a tiny screen that has to
be zoomed in and out of frequently to see details (I use an
iphone, not an ipad), plus any
lengthy typing can be very tedious. However, this is a small
price to pay for having a lot
less equipment to lug around
with improved, faster results
and greater convenience.

University of Wisconsin-Extension and Tourism
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Veterans’ Services
There are a lot of changes taking
place that our veterans should be
aware of. People have been receiving the new Medicare cards
with new numbers on them.
Those are just random numbers
that link to your Social Security
Number (SSN). It is not a new
SSN and so there is no need to
change anything at the VA. Veteran’s Choice health care the VA
is not renewing the contract with
the current vender for this area.

They have not yet announced
who will have the new contract.
Veterans Choice is not going
away. Many veterans who have
pending appeals have been receiving letters from the VA to opt
in to RAMP (Rapid Appeals Management Program). Before making a decision and/or losing sleep
over it, contact your CVSO to go
over it with you. In some cases it
makes sense and others it does
not. Beginning in 2019, all ap-

peals will be in RAMP. Veteran
ID cards can be obtained by establishing a vets.gov account and
applying online. If you have a
Veterans Health Identification
Card and/or a Driver’s License
with the Veteran identifier on it,
you do not need a Veteran ID
Card.

Burnett County
Veterans Service
715-349-2179

Government has three primary functions. It should provide for military defense of the nation.
It should enforce contracts between individuals. It should protect citizens from crimes against
themselves or their property. When government – in pursuit of good intentions tries to rearrange the economy, legislate morality, or help special interests, the cost comes in inefficiency,
lack of motivation, and loss of freedom. Government should be a referee, not an active player.
~ Milton Friedman ~

Don’t cling to a mistake just because you spent a lot of time making it.
~ Anonymous ~
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Burnett County Welcomes...
Becca Klemme is our new Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator.
She works in the Land Services department. Becca graduated from
UW-Stevens Point with a degree in Water Resource Management. Previous to Burnett County, she was employed with the Wisconsin DNR for 2 years as a Water Resources Management Specialist. In her spare time she enjoys kayaking, hiking, and baking. Becca started with us late April and has been busy with field season!

Becca Klemme

Peter Denn lives in Grantsburg
with his wife Sarah and two
children Grace, 4 & Henry, 1.
He enjoys spending time with
his wife and kids and being
outdoors, "fishing & hunting".

I moved to Siren, Wi in 2008.
I have 3 wonderful children and
a great son-in-law Danielle/
Brandon, Tristan and Destiny

Peter Denn
Custodian

Maintenance Department

Jenelle Lindquist & Family

My name is Jenelle Lindquist
and I recently started at Burnett County in the Administration Department. I came
to Burnett County Government Center from Polk County Government Center where
I also worked in the Department of Administration.
I live in Siren with my husband of 22 years, Kent, and
our two children Max (19)
and Ellyn (16). Both my hus-

band and I are graduates of
Siren High School and
choose to continue to make
this our home and raise our
family here. Kent works for
the Village of Siren, is on the
Siren Volunteer Fire Department, and also sings in a
quartet. We are an extremely
busy family and seem to be
on the go all the time, whether it is a camping trip, sporting event, and just keeping
up with the kids.
I have many hobbies, but
you will most often find me
in my craft room making
signs or t-shirts.

My son is an active member of
the United States Army (infantry
division) currently deployed to
Afganistan. My first grandchild
is expected in October (it's a
girl).

LeeAnna Wertz
Jailer / Dispatcher
Sheriff’s Department

Welcome
to the
Team!
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Until recently, I worked at a
local school district. I realized
I wanted to be more of an advocate for others, so making
the change to working at the
ADRC as a disability benefits
specialist seemed like a logical
course of action, and I am very
excited about my career
change. I worked as a special
education para for over fourteen years and as a speech assistant the last three years.

I grew up in Burnett county
and raised a family here. I am
married (29 years), have three
adult children, two sons and a
daughter. I have a granddaughter who is just over a
year.
I'm looking forward to getting
to know my coworkers, spending time with the family and
friends, and fishing on the river this summer.

Austin Reed is serving in the
Sheriff’s Department
as a
Deputy Sheriff. He started
April 23rd, 2018.

“The secret to change is to
focus all your energy, not
on fighting the old, but on
building the new.”

Yvonne Lindus

Disability Benefit Specialist
ADRC

Cole Gabrick is serving as a
Deputy Sheriff with the Sheriff’s Department. He was born
and raised in Fountain City,
Wisconsin along with his
younger sister. Some of his
favorite activities include:
Hunting, Fishing, Camping,
and Hiking. He attended college at UW-Platteville and
graduated with a Bachelors in
Criminal Justice. So far, He
has been to 12 countries. Cole
never goes a week without
fishing at least once.

Deputy Cole Gabrick #517

~ Socrates ~
My name is Holly Peterson, I am a mother of three wonderful children and 4 fur babies. I have lived in the area for approx. 10 years
and proud to serve our community.
I came from MN where I worked corrections for a women's facility
for 7 years and I have been an active EMT/AEMT for the last 12
years, serving in MN, here in Wisconsin for Gordon-Wascott EMS
for 8 years and previously 7 years for North Memorial Ambulance
here in Burnett County, WI. I enjoy spending time with my family,
hunting, fishing and relaxing on the porch.

Holly Peterson #541
Jailer / Dispatcher
Sheriff’s Department

