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Administration
Economic Development has been a
growing buzz word for the past
few years. But what is it? Many
people think it has to do simply
with job creation. While job creation may be one of the more important goals of economic development strategies, it is this limited
mindset that can inhibit economic
development strategies from truly
taking root.
As public servants, the approach
we take in our departments may
create administrative hurdles or
speed lanes and will no doubt have
an impact on the economic growth
of our communities. The classic

bureaucratic system, while achieving a higher level of expertise in
departments, may also create administrative road blocks for customers whom need multiple department approvals. As you think
about your work, whether you’re
in Zoning, Forestry, Land and Water, HHS, Highway, etc. consider
how your department plays a role
in the economic vitality of the
County. Do you create administrative roadblocks (excessive paperwork, unnecessary data collection)
for approvals? Do you pass customers along to other departments
or entities for further approvals? If

we pass customers along, ask why?
While seemingly disconnected, research suggests that administrative
roadblocks (time necessary to complete paperwork and bouncing
people from department to department) can have a direct impact on
whether people will engage in the
first place. So the next time you
hear conversations regarding economic development, remember
that it is not solely the responsibility of another department, but all
of our departments collectively.

and school board members, city,
village, and town officials, and
possibly a referendum. Depending on the year and term
expirations, there may be a combination of various offices up for
election that year.

also be a school district ballot to
elect school board members for
the school district in which a
person resides and the local municipal ballot to elect officials
who comprise your town or village board.

On the county spring 2015 ballot, offices up for election will be
Justice of the Supreme Court,
Count of Appeals Judge-District
3, Circuit Court Judge, and a
state referendum. These offices
will be listed on one ballot prepared by the county. There will

Every vote counts! It is our obligation and privilege to help
choose the person who will represent both our personal beliefs
and every one of us in decision
making for the good of all.

-Nate

County Clerk
April 7, 2015, is Spring Election
Day in Wisconsin. Candidates
for municipal offices were chosen at town caucuses in January.
A primary election to choose
candidates for Siren and
Frederic school boards was held
on February 18, 2015. No other
primaries were needed as the
number of candidates for each
office did not exceed the allowable number by law.
The spring election generally
consists of state and judicial offices, county board supervisors

Get out and vote Tuesday, April
7, 2015!
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Finance
The Finance Department is involved in a variety of activities
in March. It is “closing” time
for 2014, preparation for the audit, and also a good time to initiate preliminary budget conversations for 2016. All counties
and municipalities are bound by
statutes that provide guidelines
for compiling budgets, calculating levies within limits, and final board approval.

2001.

Example: Blaine Township did
not maintain a library at that
time and residents from that
township visiting the Webster
Library and/or Grantsburg Library incurred a cost to the
county calculated at 70 percent
of each circulation that they
used. The first payments based
on this formula were made in

update to the original
formula were made in
2008.

In April of 2006, the Wisconsin
State Legislature signed into law
Act 420, which expanded the
reimbursement formula to include adjacent counties. This
meant that Burnett County residents who lived in townships
that did not maintain a library
and used the services of a library in Polk, Washburn, Barron
or Douglas Counties were reimOne of the considerations calcu- bursed by Burnett County aplated into the county tax levy is plying the same formula. The
the mandatory payment for lifirst payments based on this
brary services. In July of 1998,
change were made in 2008.
Act 150 was passed requiring
Example: Jackcounties to pay each library in
son Township
the county no less than 70 perdid not maincent of the cost of library sertain a library
vices provided to county resiand residents
dents that do not maintain a
from that townpublic library where they reside. ship visiting the
Burnett County maintained two Spooner Lilibraries that benefited from this brary in
formula in Webster and Grants- Washburn
burg. Annual operating costs
County incurred a cost
(less federal funds) were dito Burnett County of
vided by the total circulation of 70 percent of each cirmaterials handled by each liculation that they
brary. The result determined a used. The first payunit cost for each circulation.
ments based on this

The first chart shows a
history of library levy
dollars paid by Burnett County taxpayers.
The 2016 Budget will
again include compliance with Act 420 with

no further changes. Libraries
must submit their annual reports to Burnett County by July
1 in order to be included in this
calculation. The second chart
below illustrates the cost in dollars to Burnett County for our
residents using libraries outside
of the county. Funding for both
the Grantsburg and Webster libraries would be significantly
impacted if Burnett County residents elected to use our local
facilities. Calculations for the
2016 budget are expected to be
ready by mid-July.
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Land and Water Conservation
In the summer of 2012, the US
EPA approved Wisconsin’s
plans for reducing phosphorus
inputs to the St. Croix basin.
These plans are referred to as
“Total Maximum Daily Load”
studies, or “TMDLs”.

mal Feeding Operations. Examples of non-point source pollution include runoff from cropland, smaller (non-permitted)
farms, construction projects,
logging operations, rural residential land, storm water from
smaller communities, and background (undeveloped) land ar-

Phosphorus is a naturallyoccurring nutrient found in
soils, vegetation, human
waste, livestock manure,
and commercial fertilizers.
It reaches streams as polluted runoff from farms
and urban landscapes,
and in discharges from
wastewater treatment
plants. Phosphorus fuels
the growth of plants, including algae. In excessive amounts, especially
during warm weather, it Algae impairment in a St. Croix River
backwater
can feed noxious algal
blooms, which contain
neurotoxins and lead to human eas like forests, wetlands, and
grasslands.
and animal health problems.
A TMDL project starts with
The term “TMDL” is used to deidentification of an
scribe a plan to improve water
“impairment” in a water body.
quality, but it is also the equaOne can think of a TMDL like a
tion used to divide allowable
budget. If one’s expenses far
loads between the sources of a
exceed one’s income, something
pollutant in a watershed. St.
Croix TMDL plans set goals for has to be done to remain financially solvent, and one tool for
phosphorus load reductions
across each of these basins, from correcting the problem is setting
up a strict budget. Likewise, a
both point and non-point
TMDL is one tool for controlling
sources. Point sources include
and correcting water quality
permitted wastewater disproblems, by cutting down the
charges, communities covered
under Municipal Separate Storm inputs of pollutants from
Sewer System (MS4) storm wa- throughout the watershed.
ter permits, and Confined Ani-

For the St. Croix, the TMDL

plan was jointly written by the
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency and Wisconsin DNR,
and covers the entire 7,760
square miles of the basin in both
states. This TMDL includes 25
wastewater facilities in Wisconsin and 27 in Minnesota. The
overall goal is to lower the phosphorus in Lake St. Croix
by requiring around a
27% reduction from 1990’s
levels. The work done to
conserve soil, cut down
on runoff, and lower point
source discharge levels
should help improve conditions in all of the upstream tributary streams,
rivers, wetland, lakes and
impoundments as well.
A TMDL Implementation
Plan has been prepared by
the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, with input
from the St. Croix Basin Water
Resources Planning Team member organizations. This organization includes 19 counties; 10
in MN and 9 in WI (including
Burnett County). The TMDL
report shows work needed in
each watershed of the St. Croix,
whereas the Implementation
Plan shows the reductions
needed on a county-by-county
basis. This can be opened from
a list of documents links at this
Minnesota Pollution Control
web address: http://
www.pca.state.mn.us/gp0r9fc.

Issue 13

Page 4

Maintenance and Grounds
Now that spring is here, it is
good to see the change to the
Veteran’s Memorial in
front of the Government Center again.
Great thanks to Jacob
Holmstrom for the simple but appropriate
plan and all the extra
effort and hard work to
implement the change.
Additional thanks to
Richard Schmuck, Wil- The Burnett County Government Center’s Veteran’s Memorial Clean-up in
liam Moore and James 2014. Above left: June 2014. Above right: October 2014
Zeiler for their assistance and efforts.

Register of Deeds
Starting February 1, the Burnett
County Register of Deeds office
began accepting E-recordings.
This is an electronic system for
customers to file documents
with our office.
If a customer chooses to E-

record their documents, the
benefits to them include reduced postage and courier costs.
Also, if there is a document that
is not recordable, we can reject
the document and they receive
it back immediately for correc-

tions.

receive payments for the Lottery
Credits and First Dollars Credits
that were included on the 2014
tax bills. The Lottery and Gaming Credit and the First Dollar
Credit are part of the settlement
process. A detailed file of all
Lottery Credits has been for-

warded to the Department of
Revenue, which they use for auditing. Settlement reports for all
24 towns and villages have been
sent electronically to the Department of Revenue.

It’s great to provide the latest
technology and convenience to
our customers, but of course all
other means of document delivery to our office are still just
fine.

Treasurer
Delinquent tax statements have
been mailed out and we are receiving lots of phone calls and
payments. Lottery and Gaming
Credit and First Dollar Credit
reports have been filed with the
WI Dept of Revenue. By filing
these reports, the County will

Issue 13

Page 5

University of Wisconsin-Extension and Tourism
Through the Wisconsin Nutrition Education Program, Julie
Yezek has been teaching all the
2nd graders in Burnett County a
series of five lessons during the
months of February and March
for the past nine years. Children learn that foods are categorized into different food groups.
They get to sample foods from
each food group. Some of the
samples include; quinoa, barley,
smoked provolone cheese, deviled eggs, tomato juice, frozen
black grapes, and other foods
depending on availability. Sampling the foods seems to be the
favorite activity of the children.
Most children are willing to
sample foods they are not familiar with and many times find
they like these new foods. Getting young children to try new
and unfamiliar foods takes time
and trust. Because the Nutrition
Program works with all grade
levels, even the youngest children in the school learn about

nutrition and become familiar
with the nutrition program (or
as the children refer to Julie as
“the food lady.” Children are
encouraged, but never forced to
try new foods. March is National Nutrition Month, which
dovetails nicely with the series
of lessons for the 2nd graders. It
fits into a bigger campaign of
raising awareness for healthy
eating and being physically active.
Sampling
fresh fruits
and vegetable is a collaborative
effort. Wisconsin Nutrition Education in conjunction with
the Burnett
County Nutrition Coalition, and the

Webster School District Food
Service helped the school secure
the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Grant from the Department of
Public Instruction. The grant
allows the Webster Elementary
students to receive an afternoon
fresh fruit or vegetable snack.
The sampling helps children become more courageous when
sampling new or unfamiliar
foods.

Webster second graders happily trying out squash.

Zoning/Land Information
The Zoning Office is once again
fully staffed. Two new employees started within the last 30
days: Shane Buchholz and Dale
“Butch” Beers. Shane will focus
on the Land Use/Zoning functions and Butch will focus on
the Sanitary/POWTS functions.

the same (13). We tried to adjust the fees based on the
amount of work each permit requires. The last time the fees
were adjusted was in 2008. We
also revised most of the permit
applications in March. Those
revised were: Land Use, Land
The fees were revised effective Use Variance, Rezone, Conditional Use, Subdivision VariMarch 1, 2015. Some fees increased (22) and some remained ance, Tower, and Sign. We tried
to explain the information re-

quired in more detail since
many applications come to us
incomplete, which results in delays in processing and issuing
permits. We will be revising the
remaining applications within
the next few weeks.
This spring Land Information
has two exciting projects taking
place. Countywide color, six
(Continued on page 6)
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Lidar project will be a first for
Burnett County. This project
inch resolution, leaf-off aerial
will generate countywide 2 foot
imagery and countywide Lidar contours, which will replace the
(Light Detection and Ranging)
current 10 foot contours in the
will both be acquired this
county. Lidar has hundreds of
spring. The last countywide leaf uses. Our main purpose is
-off aerial imagery flight was
floodplain and slopes. When
done in 2009 so an update will
the floodplain maps are revised
be very useful. The countywide in Burnett County (still many
(Continued from page 5)

years away - the last update was
done in 2008) this information
should result in better floodplain mapping. This information will also be used if an RFE
(Regional Flood Elevation)
needs to be determined on a
lake/river in the future.

Wczesna wiosna na Mont Royal, 2013 by Stanisom

