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Administration

On Tuesday, March 29th, 21 Department Heads gathered for a retreat at The
Lodge in Siren. Providing an opportunity off-site for our leaders to gather, share
some laughs, and assist in planning for the future of Burnett County, the day did
not disappoint. Focusing on goals and priorities that we as staff felt are important, our result was a set of many that will be provided to our County Board
at an upcoming retreat in June. By working with both our leadership staff and
our County Board of Supervisors, Burnett County will be better prepared for
challenges that lie ahead, as well as have common goals to focus on as we create
budgets and meet monthly at the Committee level. I am eager meet with our
new Board and finalize this work. Once complete, our goals will be communicated and an action plan will be developed.

-Nate
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Register in Probate Office
The Register in Probate’s Office handles Guardianship of the Person and Estate cases for both adults and
minors. The Court orders guardianship of an adult
when they have one of the following impairments: a
development disability, a degenerative brain disorder,
serious and persistent mental illness, or other like incapacities which render them incompetent.
Minor
guardianships are granted when a child either needs a
legal guardian as they are not residing with a parent, or if they have received a settlement of some sort which requires Court oversight of their funds until they reach the
age of 18. One of the duties Guardians have is to provide annual reports to the Court
on the condition of the ward if they are the Guardian of the Person, and an annual account of the Guardian if they are the Guardian of the Estate. The Register in Probate’s
Office mails these reports to the Guardians each year in December and they are due
back to the Register in Probate by April 15 of each year. The reports begin trickling in
right away in January and continue to come in past the deadline most years.
The annual report on the condition of the ward is reviewed by the Register in Probate’s Office to verify where the ward is residing and if there are any changes to the
health and living conditions of the ward in the past year that the court should be
aware of. In addition, the Guardian can make a recommendation to the Court on the
report if they feel changes should be made. The annual account and verification of assets filed by the guardians annually in each case must be reviewed by the Register in
Probate’s Office to ensure that they balance and that all funds are accounted for. If
the accounting does not balance or verification of the assets are not received, the Register in Probate’s Office contacts the Guardian to correct the problem.

I would like to give a shout out to Deputy Register in Probate & Juvenile Clerk, Carly
Good, who has the primary responsibility of reviewing 136 annual accounts of guardians and 127 annual reports on the condition of the ward this year. This is a big task
in addition to her other regular duties as some reports can take a significant amount
of time.
We appreciate your hard work, Carly!
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Forestry & Parks
Springtime in the woods is a great time of year. We can smell all the fresh smells of spring,
like fresh dirt or the smell of wet pavement during the first couple of spring rains. We hear
the sounds of the dry oak leaves in the breeze and waves on the lake shores as the ice goes
off. We see all the little bits of green start to show up as the grass starts to grow and trees
start to bud, and we see the new baby critters as they make their way into the world.

However, with spring, we also have to be aware of the dangers during this time of year that
can impact all the great parts of this season that we look forward too. The spring fire season!

April 2, 2021 Fire in Burnett County

Spring fire season is something that people in the Northwest Sands of Wisconsin need to be
aware of and respect. While spring brings early rainfalls, this sand area can dry out very
quickly. Make sure anytime you are burning you have the proper DNR burning permits and
are following the rules for burning. Be aware that even when taking the proper precautions
and having the right permits, accidents happen. Something as simple as yard equipment
catching fire or throwing a spark or grills can throw an ember are examples of fire ignitions
that I have seen in the past. So make sure you are aware of your surroundings during the dry
times of the spring season.
Continued...
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While Burnett County has not seen a large-scale fire for some time, the impact from a fire can be
very detrimental to the landscape and the animals that live here. Depending on the severity of
the fire, there are many costs associated with a fire above and beyond the suppression costs for
fighting a wildland fire. If County Forest lands burn, we are tasked with assessing the damage
to the timber in that area. Odds are, any merchantable timber left will be sold for pennies on the
dollar of what it was originally worth, if we can sell it at all. Then comes the costs for reestablishing the stand of timber. In many cases, we will be forced to replant these areas, and with current costs, we are looking at $250-$300/acre in associated planting costs, just to put the trees
back into the ground.
Fires can also impact the neighboring private property owners. They stand to lose homes, garages and timbered lands as well, and the ultimate, loss of life is always a possibility with any fire.
Depending on the size and severity of the fire, damages can range into the millions of dollars
and cause hardships that will last a lifetime.
So during the spring season, make sure you are aware of current conditions, make sure you are
aware of your surroundings, and make good decisions for the conditions of that day.
For more information on the fire history in Wisconsin, fire permits, fire prevention and what to
do in case of a fire, visit the WI DNR website at:
www.dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/ForestFire

April 23, 2021
Fire in Burnett County
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Welcome...

STACY WONDRA

Hello, I’m Stacy Wondra and I have
happily landed in the Forest & Parks
Department. I reside in the local area
with my husband, Cory and we have
three children. In the summer, I enjoy
fishing, camping, hiking, golfing and
soaking up every minute of the warm
weather we are blessed with. When the
snow falls along with the temperature, I
am snowshoeing or cross country
skiing. I am a sucker for a road trip and
love to travel. I am thankful for the
opportunity to become part of this great
group here at Burnett County.

Fiscal Specialist—Forest & Parks

County Clerk
The Spring Election will be
held Tuesday, April 6, 2021,
for non-partisan offices in the
State of Wisconsin. At the
even-year spring election in
Burnett County we can generally count on voting for judicial officials, county board supervisors, village officials and
school board members. You
may also see a referendum at
various levels of government
including school referendums. This year we have the
Town of Oakland referendum
questions and the Grantsburg
School District referendum
questions if you live in that
school district.

A voter in all municipalities
except the Towns of
Grantsburg and West Marshland, can expect to see one
combined ballot with the judicial race, county board supervisor race, village race, school
board members and
Grantsburg School District
referendum questions and
Town of Oakland Referendum questions if you live in
those affected municipalities.
On the next page you will
find a sample ballot for state
and judicial races for Burnett
County. This is the new ballot
style for the Optical Scan Voting Tabulator called the ICE.

If you live in the Town of
Grantsburg or West Marshland you will vote on separate
paper ballots or the Edge II
touch screen voting machine.
You can view sample ballot
styles on the Burnett County
website at
www.burnettcounty.com and
then go to the County Clerk’s
page and April 5, 2022, election. Every vote counts!
Get out and vote Tuesday,
April 5, 2022!
Continued...
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